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HIGH-FREQUENCY SIGNAL INJECTION
BASED HIGH VOLTAGE INTERLOCK

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

1. Field of Invention

This invention relates generally to generally to methods
and apparatus for high voltage cable connectivity, and more
particularly to electronic methods for high voltage interlock.

2. Background Art

Electric (EV) or hybrid electric vehicles (HEV), can
employ electrical energy for propulsion via an electric drive
system that can include a power conversion circuit coupled to
an electric machine, such as an electric motor. In this arrange-
ment, the power conversion circuit can controllably transfer
power from a power source, such as a high voltage battery, to
the motorto drive aload. In many cases, the power conversion
circuit is integrated with the vehicle transaxle. However, in
other instances the power conversion circuit is physically
separated from the transaxle, and the two are electrically
coupled by a high voltage cable. In this type of system, proper
cable connectivity is essential if the system is to operate as
intended. For example, when a vehicle electric drive system
includes a three-phase permanent magnet synchronous
motor, the cable must be connected so that all three phase
currents can flow between the power conversion circuit and
the motor. Accordingly, vehicles having a power conversion
circuit that is remote from the transaxle typically include
some means for detecting an open phase. Traditionally, a
mechanical means, such as a physical switch is deployed. For
example, a housing can include an integrated interlock
switch. When a cable connector is plugged into the housing,
the interlock switch status can be changed, for example from
open to closed. The change in interlock switch state can then
be communicated to a system controller via interlock wires.
However, the use of a mechanical switch injects a degree of
risk to the system, as mechanical parts can degrade, fail, or
otherwise prove unreliable.

To avoid the reliability and cost issues associated with the
use of mechanical means, alternative methods for determin-
ing cable connectivity have been proposed. By way of
example, a solution that compares actual stator currents to
estimated stator currents to determine connectivity has been
disclosed. However, this method is prone to false alarms
when employed during operational modes in which motor
torque is small. As a further example, a pulsed current method
in which a pulsed current is injected at the d-axis of the motor
has been disclosed that can indicate connectivity status during
low torque operation without triggering a large number of
false alarms. However, this method is plagued with undesir-
able noise vibration harshness (NVH) problems.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

Methods and apparatus for electronic determination of
high voltage cable connectivity are presented. An example
system can include a power conversion unit, an electric
machine coupled to the power conversion unit by a high
voltage cable, and an HF interlock module configured to
determine cable connectivity status. An example system can
be deployed in a hybrid electric vehicle to determine the
connectivity of a high voltage cable used to couple a power
conversion unit with a remote electric machine. In an example
embodiment, a system can be configured to superimpose a
high frequency signal over a fundamental command voltage,
determine a high frequency current component value, and
perform a fault detection function using the high frequency
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current component value. An example system can include a
strategy determination module for enabling a fault detection
strategy based on motor operational mode or characteristics.

An example HF interlock module can include a voltage
injection module configured to inject a high frequency signal
component over a fundamental signal, a current component
value determination module configured to determine a high
frequency current component value, and a fault detection
module configured to determine cable connectivity based on
the high frequency current component value.

An example method can include injecting a high frequency
voltage signal, determining positive and negative sequence
component values associated with a high frequency current,
and performing a fault detection function using the positive
and negative high sequence component values. An example
method can include enabling an HF strategy when one or
more predetermined operating conditions are satisfied, and
can further include disabling said HF strategy when predeter-
mined conditions are not satisfied.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an example system.

FIG. 2 shows an example system.

FIG. 3 shows a functional block diagram of an example
embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows a functional block diagram of an example
embodiment.

FIG. 5 shows an example method.

FIG. 6 shows an example operating region for an example
system.

FIG. 7 shows an example method.

FIG. 8 shows an example method.

FIG. 9 shows an example method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE
EMBODIMENTS

As required, example embodiments of the present inven-
tion are disclosed. The various embodiments are meant to be
non-limiting examples of various ways of implementing the
invention and it will be understood that the invention may be
embodied in alternative forms. The present invention will be
described more fully hereinafter with reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which like numerals represent like ele-
ments throughout the several figures, and in which example
embodiments are shown. The figures are not necessarily to
scale and some features may be exaggerated or minimized to
show details of particular elements, while related elements
may have been eliminated to prevent obscuring novel aspects.
The specific structural and functional details disclosed herein
should not be interpreted as limiting, but merely as a basis for
the claims and as a representative basis for teaching one
skilled in the art to variously employ the present invention.
For example, while the exemplary embodiments are dis-
cussed in the context of a vehicle, it will be understood that
the present invention is not limited to that particular arrange-
ment. Likewise functions discussed in the context of being
performed at a particular module or device may be performed
or combined by a different module or device without depart-
ing from the scope of the claims.

Turning now to the several Drawings, FIG. 1 shows an
example system 2 in which a high voltage cable 4 is config-
ured to couple an electric machine (EM) 6 to a power conver-
sion unit 10. The high voltage cable 4 can be configured to
conduct a three-phase current provided by the power conver-
sion unit 10 to enable operation of the EM 6. In an example
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embodiment, the EM 6 can be in the form of a permanent
magnet synchronous motor (PMSM), for example a PMSM
that cooperates with the power conversion unit 10 to provide
an electric drive system for a vehicle, such as an electric or
hybrid electric vehicle. An example embodiment can include
a strategy determination module (SDM) 18 configured to
select and enable a fault detection strategy for determining
cable 4 connectivity. By way of example, strategy selection
can be based on predetermined conditions and current EM 6
operating characteristics. An example system can include an
HF interlock module 20 configured to use a high frequency
current to determine the connectivity of the high voltage cable
4. The HF interlock module 20 can set a fault flag in response
to the detection of one or more open phases. By way of
example, in the case in which the power conversion unit 10
and EM 6 form an electric drive system for a vehicle, the fault
flag can trigger an electronic control unit or other vehicle
control module (not shown) to shutdown vehicle operation.

Turning to FIG. 2, the example power conversion unit 10
can be coupled to a power source 12. In an example embodi-
ment, the power source 12 can comprise a dc power source
such as a high voltage battery. An inverter 14 can be config-
ured to convert DC voltage from the power source 16 to a
three-phase alternating current for the EM 6. By way of
example, but not limitation, the power conversion unit 10 can
include an inverter control 16 configured to provide drive
signals for the inverter 14 to produce desired inverter 14
output. The inverter control 16 can include a processing
device configured to perform the operations required to deter-
mine appropriate drive signals and the hardware, software,
firmware required to provide the drive signals to the inverter
14. The inverter 14 can comprise an inverter circuit having
power electronics such as insulated gate bipolar transistors
(IGBTs) that can be quickly switched on and off by voltage
drive signals provided by the inverter control 16 to provide
three phase excitation current for the EM 6.

The SDM 18 and HF interlock module 22, which can
comprise hardware, software, firmware or some combination
thereof, can be integrated with the inverter control 16, embod-
ied as a stand-alone unit, or otherwise configured. In an exem-
plary embodiment, the SDM 18 and HF interlock module 20
comprise software configured to be executed by a processing
device at the power conversion unit 10. In a further example,
the SDM 18 and/or HF interlock module 20 can be configured
for cooperation with a control function remote from the
power conversion unit 10. The example SDM 18 can be
configured to select a strategy for determining cable 4 con-
nectivity, so that an optimum strategy can be performed based
on EM 6 operational state, minimizing the likelihood of false
detections or failures to detect. For example, a strategy can be
selected based on current operational parameters such as
machine torque and speed. In an example embodiment, the
SDM 18 can be activated in a slow loop control algorithm.

In an example embodiment, the HF interlock module 22
can include an HF injection module 22, a component value
determination module (CVDM) 24 and a connectivity deter-
mination module 26. The example injection module 22 can be
configured to inject a high frequency excitation signal that
can be provided to the inverter circuit 18, causing it to output
a high frequency current in addition to the three phase exci-
tation current for the EM 6. Current within the cable 4 can be
sampled by a current sensor 8 and provided to the CVDM 24,
configured to detect the high frequency current, and deter-
mine high frequency component values. The connection
determination module (CDM) 26 can be configured to use the
component values to determine the connectivity of the cable
4. For example, the CDM 26 can be configured to determine
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whether cable connectivity enables the EM 6 can operate
normally, or whether one or more open phases exist. In an
example embodiment, the CDM 26 can be configured to seta
fault flag if it determines that one or more phases are open. In
an example embodiment, the HF interlock module 22 can
comprise software configured to cooperate with existing
power conversion unit hardware and processing capabilities.

FIG. 3 shows a functional block diagram of an example
system of the invention. A current mapping module 30 can be
configured to receive a torque demand for the EM 6. For
example, if embodied as part of an electric drive system for an
electric or hybrid electric vehicle, the torque demand can be
vehicle operational state and desired vehicle speed. The cur-
rent mapping module 30 can determine the command current
required by the EM 6 to satisfy the torque demand, as under-
stood by those skilled in the art.

A comparison module 32 can be configured to compare the
command current determined by the current mapping module
32 with the feedback current to determine the change in
current required to satisfy torque demand. In an example
embodiment, current at the cable 4 is sampled by the sensor 8
to provide a feedback current for the comparison. A CTM 40
can receive feedback current expressed in terms of a static
frame and transform it to a rotating frame of reference for
current control purposes, for example by Park and Clark
transformations as known in the art for field oriented control
for an electric motor. The comparison module 32 can provide
the required change in current to a current control module 34,
which can be configured to determine the voltage signal
required to produce the desired inverter output. The required
voltage can be provided to a coordinate transform module
(CTM) 36 configured to transform the required voltage to a
static frame of reference associated with the stator (not
shown) of the EM 6. For example, the CTM 36 can be con-
figured to perform inverse Park and Clark transformations.
The CTM 36 can be configured to provide three phase volt-
ages, V,, Vg, V. to produce desired phase current output at
the inverter 14. In an example embodiment, the drive signals
comprise voltage levels and duty cycles that can be applied to
gates of various transistors of the inverter 14 to produce the
desired current.

Turning to the HF interlock module 20, in an example
embodiment, the HF signal injection module 22 can be con-
figured to inject a high frequency voltage signal. The HF
injection module 22 can comprise hardware, software, firm-
ware to effect the signal injection. In an example embodi-
ment, the high frequency voltage signal can comprise a volt-
age level less than or equal to 10V, and a frequency in the
range of 500 to 1000 Hz. An HF signal can be superimposed
over the phase voltages, V , V5, V - at the signal combiner 38,
and the combination of signals provided to the inverter 14,
which can be configured to output three phase currents and a
high frequency current to the EM 6.

The sensor 8 can be configured to provide feedback current
to the HF interlock module 20 and the inverter control 16. As
stated previously herein, the comparison module 32 can use
the feedback current to determine required command current.
The HF interlock module 20 can be configured to detect the
high frequency current of the feedback current and use its
components to determine whether the high voltage cable 4 is
properly connected or whether one or more phases are open.

In an example embodiment, the CVDM 24 can be config-
ured to detect the high frequency current and determine its
positive and negative sequence components. When a high
frequency voltage signal is applied to an electric motor, for
example a PMSM, the motor generally behaves as a purely
inductive load. When resonance and speed factors are
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ignored, a simplified expression for the high frequency com-
ponent can be described by the equations below:

deq = Rj;q + p(z fodq - Aijzgrqu) + 0, A el &

L,+1L, L, -1,
L= AL =2 4
PO R VI

where:

7qu is the stator voltage vector;
R, is the resistance of a PMSM stator;

T 44 18 the stator current vector;
L, is the stator inductance along a q-axis;
L, is the stator inductance along a d-axis;
0, is the rotor angular position;
m,. 1s the rotor rotation rate;
A, 1s the PM flux linkage.

From (1) it follows that:

- o =5 2875 %
Vi APEL T, ~ALET I, )

@
where:
7qu,¢ is the high frequency stator voltage vector; and

?qu,c is the high frequency stator current vector

As shown by (3) and (4) below, the high frequency current
can include both positive sequence and negative sequence
components having amplitudes that are dependent on the
applied voltage signal and the PMSM inductance character-
istics:

V;U = Vee!% = V,(cos wer + jsinwer) (&)
?Zq,c - Icpej(wcrf—g) " Icnej(fwcwzeﬁ—g)
(C)]

v DL

we 2 IZ—AL2

v, .1

0. T -AD

Iy =

fen =

where V., is the amplitude of the high frequency voltage
signal;

m,, is the angular frequency of the high frequency voltage

signal;

0, is the rotor angle position.

The difference between L, and L, is referred to as the
saliency of the PMSM. As indicated by (3) and (4) above, the
negative sequence component I, is directly related to motor
saliency. Furthermore, it can also be seen by that when a
PMSM is operating normally, the positive sequence compo-
nent amplitude I, is larger than the negative sequence com-
ponent amplitude I_,,. Relying on this relationship, a system
of the invention can be configured to determine the ampli-
tudes 1, and I, or component values related to the ampli-
tudes I, and I, and use them to determine whether a high
voltage cable is properly connected.

FIG. 4 shows an example CVDM 24 that can be configured
to determine positive and negative sequence component val-
ues for a high frequency current. The CVDM 24 can include
a first coordinate transformation module (CTM) 42 config-

ured to transform the stator feedback current 1 from a static
frame to a frame rotating in a positive direction, for example
by Park and Clark transformations as known in the art. For
example, the CTM 42 can be configured to provide the stator
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—> . . . .
feedback current 1-,,, having direct-axis i°,, and quadra-
ture-axis 1°,,, components so that a positive sequence compo-

nent value can be determined. The CTM 42 output ?Sp 4g €80
be provided to an HF current detection module 44 that can be
configured to detect the high frequency current component of
the total feedback current. By way of example, but not limi-
tation, the detection module 44 can be embodied as a low pass
filter configured to pass signals having a frequency centered
at the HF signal carrier frequency. Thus the detection module
44 can be configured to output a high frequency current

s

?Sp iq_c Naving a direct component i°,, . and a quadrature
component i°,, .. The output can be provided to a positive
sequence value module (PSVM) 46 configured to determine a
value related to the positive sequence component of the high
frequency current. In an example embodiment, the PSVM 46
can be configured to add the directi’,,, .and quadraturei’,,, .
components and take the square root of the sum to obtain the
magnitude 1, of the positive sequence component. In a fur-
ther example embodiment, the PSVM 46 can be configured to
determine the value of (ipdicz+ip ch) which can be repre-
sented by Icpz, to avoid the additional processing required to
perform the square root function.

On a parallel track, a CTM 43 can be configured for con-

verting the feedback stator current ?S to an i, with respect to
a frame rotating in a negative direction, for example through
Park and Clark transformations. Output from the CTM 43 can
be provided to an HF current detection module 45 that can be
configured to detect the high frequency current component of
the total feedback current. By way of example, but not limi-
tation, the HF current detection module 45 can be embodied
as a low pass filter configured to pass signals having a fre-
quency centered at the carrier frequency. The current detec-
tion module 45 can be configured to provide a high frequency

current ?Sndq,c chaving a direct component i%,, . and a
quadrature component i, .. A negative sequence value
module (NSVM) 47 can be configured to provide a value
related to the negative sequence component of the high fre-
quency current. In an example embodiment, the NSVM 47
can be configured to provide the magnitude I_,, of the negative
sequence component. In a further example embodiment, the
NSVM 48 can be configured to determine the value of 1 to
avoid the processing required to perform the square root
function.

Referring back to FIG. 3, a connectivity determination
module (CDM) 26 can be configured to receive the positive
sequence and negative sequence values and use them to deter-
mine whether an open phase exists at the cable 4. In an
example embodiment, the CDM 26 can be configured to add
and/or subtract the values and compare the sums and differ-
ences to predetermined thresholds to determine whether one
or more current phases are open. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, the CDM 26 can comprise software configured for
execution at a processor at the inverter control module 18 to
perform these determinations.

In some embodiments and applications, overall system
performance can be optimized by selectively performing a
high frequency detection strategy under predetermined con-
ditions. For example, a high frequency detection strategy can
be performed at predetermined times or during predeter-
mined operational modes, such as, but not limited to, after an
ignition key is turned but prior to starting a motor, and/or
when a motor is functioning under one or more predeter-
mined operating conditions. When predetermined conditions
are not satisfied, an alternate detection strategy can be
employed. In an example embodiment, the SDM 18 can be
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configured to determine whether a high frequency detection
strategy is to be implemented. For example, the SDM 18 can
comprise software executed by a slow loop control scheduler
at the inverter control 16.

FIG. 5 shows an example method 50 of the invention. At
block 51 a scheduler slow loop can begin. At decision block
52, a determination can be made as to whether one or more
predetermined conditions for enablement of an HF detection
strategy are satisfied. For example, a method of the invention
can include enablement of a HF strategy only within a pre-
determined operating region, such as that depicted in FIG. 6,
in which the predetermined operating region is defined by
torque and speed limitations, TORQUE_LIM and SPEED_
LIM. In an example embodiment, an HF detection strategy
can be implemented when torque is less than 20 N.m. and
speed is less than 3,000 rpm.

FIG. 7 shows an example method 70 that can be used to
make this determination. At block 72 a determination can be
made as to whether torque at an electric machine is within a
predetermined range. In an example embodiment, measured
EM 6 torque can be received the SDM 18, which can compare
the torque to a predetermined threshold. If the torque exceeds
the predetermined threshold, a determination can be made at
block 74 that the condition for implementation of the HF
detection strategy is not satisfied, and the method can con-
clude with an exit at block 79. However, if the EM 6 torque is
within than the predetermined limitation, the method can
proceed to decision block 76 at which a determination can be
made as to whether machine speed is within a predetermined
range, for example whether the EM 6 speed is less than a
predetermined threshold. If so, a determination can be made
at block 78 that the requisite condition(s) for HV detection
strategy implementation have been satisfied. Otherwise the
method 70 can end at block 79 with the determination that
requisite predetermined conditions have not been satisfied.

Referring back to FIG. 5, if the predetermined conditions
are satisfied, an HF detection strategy can be enabled at block
54. For example, a logic signal can be set for enablement. If
the predetermined conditions are not satisfied, the method 50
can be exited at block 58. An example method can include
disabling an HF detection strategy at block 56 when prede-
termined conditions are not satisfied. In addition, a method of
the invention can include enabling a different fault detection
strategy when conditions do not warrant performing an HF
detection strategy.

FIG. 8 shows a flow diagram of an example method 80. In
an example embodiment, the method 80 can be performed in
a fast loop along with a current control routine. At block 81
the method 80 can begin. At block 82 a determination can be
made as to whether a HF detection strategy is enabled If an HF
detection strategy is not enabled, the method 80 can conclude
at block 93. If an HF detection strategy is enabled, a high
frequency signal can be injected at block 84. For example, the
HF signal injection module 22 can effect signal injection. In
an example embodiment, an injected signal can have a volt-
age of less than 10V and a frequency between 500 and 1000
Hz. Output from the signal combiner 38, which can include
the high frequency voltage signal superimposed on inverter
excitation voltages, can be provided to the inverter 14, which
in turn provide current to the EM 6 based on the combined
voltages.

At block 86 HF component values can be determined. For
example, positive and negative sequence values associated
with the high frequency current that results from the HF
voltage signal injection can be determined. A sequence value
can be based on a sequence component. For example, a posi-
tive sequence value can comprise the magnitude of the high
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frequency current rotating in a positive direction, or can com-
prise the square of the magnitude of the high frequency cur-
rent rotating in a positive direction. For example, an Ich value
can be determined by the PSVM 46 and an I?_, value can be
determined by the NSCM 47.

At block 88 the positive and negative sequence component
values can be used to determine cable connectivity status.
FIG. 9 shows an example method 90 by which the component
values can be used to determine the connectivity. At block 92
a determination can be made as to whether the sum of the
positive and negative sequence component values exceeds a
predetermined threshold. In an example embodiment Icp2 is
added to the I_,* and the sum is compared to a predetermined
threshold or limitation. By way of example, but not limitation,
the predetermined threshold can be designated so that failure
to satisfy it can be an indication that at least two phases are
open. For example, if two or more phases are open, very little
current is conducted through the cable, so the predetermined
threshold can be set at a fairly low value, such as 1 amp. If the
total current fails to meet or exceed the predetermined thresh-
old, a determination that at least two phases are open can be
made at block 94, and at block 100 a determination can be
made that the cable is not properly connected.

If, however, the threshold condition is satisfied, the method
90 can continue to block 96 where a determination can be
made as to whether the difference between component values
satisfies a predetermined difference limitation. In an example
embodiment, a predetermined difference limitation can be
designated so that a determination can be made as to whether
all three phases are present or whether a single phase is open.
When one phase is open, current will flow through the
remaining two phases. Under this condition, an electric
machine such as a PMSM can be modeled by a first order
dynamic system, in which the phase A is assumed to be open
and the equations below are satisfied.

®

VBC

V3

d
L(O,)I[ib = —(Rs + 2w,A L sin 26,)iy, + w,A,sin 6, —

L6, = Z L, —ALcos 26,

where i,=phase B current

Vzc—eXcitation voltage

From (5) above it can be seen that stator current is depen-
dent on excitation voltage and rotor position, which can lead
to a significant nonlinearity. However, if speed and resistance
are ignored, the following simplified expression can be
obtained for the high frequency signal:

d. . (6
L(O,)I[zb = V. sinwcr

From (6) it can be concluded that when a single phase is open,
a pulsating signal is applied to the electric machine. The
resulting high frequency current can include positive and

negative sequence components as shown by (7) below.
Fgq_o=Lpe =L e 7 M
When a single phase is open the positive sequence compo-
nents have an amplitude equal to that of the negative sequence
components in accordance with the expression below:
1=, =F(0,0,V,) ®

If the positive and negative sequence component ampli-
tudes are generally about the same, then the difference
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between them is relatively small. In an example embodiment,
a determination can be made as to whether the difference
(Icpz—lmz) indicates that the component values are generally
equivalent. For example, if the difference is less than or equal
to a predetermined limitation, it can be concluded that the
component values are generally the same, leading to the
determination at block 96 that a single phase is open, and at
block 100 that a fault is detected. However, if the difference
between the positive and negative sequence values exceeds
the predetermined limitation, it can be determined that all
three phases are present at the cable and the cable is properly
connected at block 102. It has been found that when all three
phases are present the difference (Icpz—lmz) is on the order of
a few amps, which is a relatively large number.

Referring back to FIG. 8, at block 90 a determination can
be made as to whether a fault was detected at block 88. When
no fault is present, the method can terminate at block 93.
When it is determined that an open phase exists, a fault flag
can be set at block 92. In an example embodiment, the detec-
tion of a fault flag by a diagnostics routine can cause a system
shutdown. For example, when a system of the invention is
deployed in an electric or hybrid electric vehicle, a vehicle
diagnostics module can be configured to detect the fault flag
and shut down operation of the electric drive system of the
vehicle, for example by opening contacts between the power
source 19 and the power conversion unit 10. In an example
embodiment, a fault flag can indicate whether one phase is
open or more than one phase is open to indicate the severity of
the connectivity fault.

Thus the present invention provides systems and methods
for determining cable connectivity through high frequency
signal injection. A high frequency voltage signal can be
superimposed over command voltages provided to an inverter
circuit. In response, the inverter circuit can produce a high
frequency current having positive and negative sequence
components that can be determined. Values associated with
the components can be used to determine whether one or
more open phases exist at a high voltage cable. Detection of at
least one open phase can result in a fault flag that can trigger
system shutdown.

Systems and methods of the invention can provide effec-
tive and economical detection of high voltage cable connec-
tivity with minimum impact on torque control performance.
The present invention provides a strategy that performs better
in low torque operating regions than prior art methods and
systems, without causing adverse affects such as increased
NVH. In an example embodiment, the invention can cooper-
ate with existing hardware to offer a software-only solution.
An HF detection strategy can detect a single phase open as
well as a multi-phase open.

Although the invention has been described with reference
to non-limiting example embodiments illustrated in the
attached drawings, it is noted that equivalents may be
employed and substitutions made herein without departing
from the scope of the invention as recited in the appended
claims. For example, functions and operations identified as
being performed at a particular module may be performed by
a stand alone module or integrated within an existing module
as known in the art. Further, although an effort has been made
to depict systems and apparatus in a manner that emphasizes
novel features of the invention, it is understood that a method
of'the invention can be practiced by existing apparatus to the
extent possible. For example, elements of a present electric
drive system can be used to implement a method of the
invention in a way that reduces the need to introduce addi-
tional apparatus. For example, coordinate transformation
modules employed in the determination of command current
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can be employed in the determination of high frequency
current components, and a signal generator used to provide
inverter drive signals can be used to provide a high frequency
voltage signal. Existing low-pass filters ata power conversion
unit or inverter control can be used for high frequency signal
extraction. Using existing hardware to the greatest extent
allows the invention to provide a software-only solution that
is both effective and economical.

What is claimed:

1. A system, comprising:

an electric machine;

a power conversion unit configured to provide excitation
current to said electric machine;

a cable configured to electrically couple said electric
machine and said power conversion unit; and

a high frequency (HF) interlock module configured to pro-
vide an HF signal to said power conversion circuit,
receive an HF feedback current sensed at said cable,
determine a value for components of said received HF
feedback current, and determine whether a sum of said
component values satisfies a predetermined limitation in
order to determine connectivity of said cable.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein said sum comprises a
sum of a positive sequence component value of said HF
feedback current and a negative sequence component value of
said HF feedback current.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein said system is configured
to determine that a predetermined condition at said machine
is satisfied prior to performing a HF detection strategy that
includes said HF signal provision and said HF feedback cur-
rent component determination.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein said system is configured
to set a fault flag configured to trigger interruption of said
electric machine operation.

5. A high frequency (HF) interlock module, comprising:

an HF signal injection module configured to inject an HF
voltage signal;

an HF current component value determination module
configured to detect said HF current from an electric
machine feedback current;

a connectivity determination module configured to deter-
mine connectivity status of a cable configured for cou-
pling to said electric machine based on a component
value associated with said HF current; and

wherein said connectivity determination module is config-
ured to determine a sum of a positive sequence compo-
nent value and a negative sequence component value
associated with said HF current.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein said connectivity deter-
mination module is configured to compare said sum to a
predetermined limitation.

7. The system of claim 5, wherein said connectivity deter-
mination module is configured to determine the difference
between said positive sequence component value and said
negative sequence component value associated.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein said connectivity deter-
mination module is configured to compare said difference to
a predetermined limitation.

9. A method, comprising:

determining whether a predetermined electric machine
operating condition is satisfied; and

enabling a high frequency (HF) detection strategy in
response to a determination that said predetermined
operating condition is satisfied, said HF detection strat-
egy configured to determine connectivity status of a
cable configured to couple said electric machine to a
power conversion unit;
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said HF detection strategy comprising determining
whether a sum of components of an HF feedback current
sensed at said cable satisfies a predetermined limitation.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein said predetermined
condition comprises said electric machine having torque
within a predetermined torque range.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein said HF detection
strategy comprises injecting an HF voltage signal at said
power conversion unit.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein said HF detection
strategy comprises determination of component values asso-
ciated with an HF current.

13. The method of claim 9, wherein further comprising
disabling said HF detection strategy in response to a determi-
nation that said predetermined operating condition is not
satisfied.

14. A method, comprising:

injecting a high frequency excitation signal;

determining a positive sequence component value associ-

ated with a high frequency current;

determining a negative sequence component value associ-

ated with high frequency current;

using said positive and negative sequence component val-

ues to determine cable connectivity; and

wherein said using said positive and negative sequence

component values to determine cable connectivity com-
prises comparing a sum of said positive and negative
component values to a predetermined threshold.
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15. The method of claim 5, wherein said using said positive
and negative sequence component values to determine cable
connectivity comprises comparing a difference between said
positive and negative component values to a second predeter-
mined threshold.
16. The method of claim 6, wherein said using said positive
and negative sequence component values to determine cable
connectivity comprises determining that only one phase is
open.
17. The method of claim 5, wherein said using said positive
and negative sequence component values to determine cable
connectivity comprises determining that two or more phases
are open.
18. The method of claim 5, further comprising setting a
fault flag when at least one open phase is detected.
19. The system of claim 1, wherein said high frequency
interlock module comprises:
an HF signal injection module configured to inject said HF
signal at an inverter of said power conversion circuit,

an HF current component value determination module
configured to detect said HF feedback current from said
electric machine feedback current sampled at said cable,
and

a connectivity determination module configured to deter-

mine connectivity status of said cable based on a com-
ponent value associated with said HF current.
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